
What We Do – Make your property defensible during a fire.
NorthTree Fire is a private company offering services to people living 
in wildfire-prone areas.  We use our experience as wildland firefighters 
to implement projects that strategically remove brush and small trees 
around homes, infrastructure, and other assets - reducing potential 
wildfire intensities, without creating a moonscape. 

Qualified Personnel
Our team is made up of fire professionals and veteran equipment 
operators with strong backgrounds in resource management and 
environmental compliance.  Using decades of experience and 
well-defined Best Management Practices, our operators recognize 
and avoid sensitive areas, while efficiently reducing hazardous 
vegetation.

Quality Equipment
We offer a full suite of vegetation management services, 
including:

•Mechanical mowing (mastication) of brush, 
•Hand thinning trees and brush,
•Piling and burning or removal of branches, brush, and small trees. 

Our rubber-tracked brush-mowing machines maintain a very low 
ground pressure and can also be equipped with shears to thin 8” 
diameter trees.  We also utilize excavator-based brush masticators 
that can shred 12” diameter trees.  During the dry season, we can 
provide fire fighting equipment to meet fire standby requirements 
while our machines are working.
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NTFI provides resources and technical services to diverse clients including railroads, utility and pipeline 
companies, and private individuals.  We staff quality equipment with experienced, courageous, and 
highly skilled people.  When our equipment goes out the door, our field personnel are backed up with 
professional management, knowledgeable mechanics, and a 24/7/365 dispatch center.

Our vegetation management clients include public agencies, private 
communities, Fire Safe Councils and individual property owners.  All 
of these people have recognized the quality and expertise that we 
bring to bear on wildfire hazard reduction projects large and small.

Mount Hamilton Wildfire Hazard Reduction Project
Client - University of California
Date - 2005-2008
Prescription - Thin scrub oak and gray pine ladder fuels, chip, pile 
and burn slash

Between 2005 and 2008, NorthTree Fire designed, secured FEMA 
funding for, and implemented a complex wildfire hazard project at 
the University of California’s Lick Observatory, near San Jose, CA.  
NorthTree crews thinned brush around the observatory facilities, and 
chipped or burned piles of cut material.

Lone Pine Brush Mastication Project
Client - San Bernardino National Forest
Date - 2005-2009
Prescription - Mechanical brush thinning along ridgetops & roads

This was a large project which used excavator-based brush masticators 
to mow brush, creating a landscape-scale ridgetop fuelbreak. 

Jobs Peak Understory Thinning Project
Client - The Nevada Fire Safe Council
Date - 2006
Prescription - Mechanical brush mastication to thin understory 
vegetation

This project utilized our industrial brush mowers to clear small trees 
and brush, restoring more natural stand conditions in a Ponderosa 
pine forest.

Monterey Fire Safe Council Pile Burning 
Client - Monterey Fire Safe Council
Date - 2005
Prescription - NorthTree Fire crews burned piles of small trees and 
brush thinned by CalFire project crews.
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